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What a wonderful life it is 
when we share our lives 
with dogs! As I write this, 

my big boy is snoring so loudly on 
his couch next to my desk that I can 
barely concentrate, and my little girl 
keeps emitting wafts of eggy-smelling 
fragrance, aimed in my direction, 
from her cosy bed. And I wouldn’t 
want it any other way!
   Sitting here with the warm wind 
blowing outside, I must say that I’m 
happy that spring is here again. It 
always makes me feel positive and 
reminds me of new beginnings. And 
I’m sure my dogs prefer it too, 
perhaps because it means mom 
stops fussing about them being 
covered with blankets and being 
warm enough during the winter 
months. 
   I’ve been thinking a lot about 
where Canine Zone started and 
where we are today, and although 
we’ve been around since 2011, and 
my main aim has been to educate, 
raise awareness and entertain, I 
sometimes feel like we’ve hardly 
gained any ground at all in terms of 
abuse, abandonment and 
overbreeding. Our shelters are still 
full to the brim and donations are 
running thin. And, sadly, the politics 
and fighting between shelters 
continues as they all try desperately to 
stay afloat and get what little funds 
and few donations are available. 
   I think that the answer is that we 

all need to make a personal pledge 
to help animals (not just dogs) 
as much as we can, in our own 
small ways. It might be to donate 
to a shelter or perhaps volunteer. 
It might be to rescue instead of 
buying a puppy from a puppy mill. 
It might be to educate others and 
report cruelty and abuse. It might 
be to make sure that your dogs live 
their absolute best lives!
   We’ve always supported 
adoption and will continue to do 
so, but we also understand that 
there are people out there who 
want to give a purebred puppy 
a fantastic home and you don’t 
always find purebred puppies in 
shelters. What’s a person to do 
then? In a perfect world, we’d 
adopt a beautiful, sweet adult dog 
or cross-breed puppy that’s been 
thrown away, but new contributor 
Kylie’s in-depth article will give you 
the facts about puppy mills so that 
you’re forewarned if you do decide 
to buy a pup. 
   For this, our spring issue, we’ve 
decided to change things up in 
terms of content, so hopefully 
you’ll find the articles entertaining 
and the advice useful. Remember 
that this is your magazine, so 
we’d love to hear from you – 
whether it’s sending us an article 
about your life with your dogs, or 
whether it’s a suggestion for an 
article.
   Now that Canine Zone is ten 
years old, we’re so grateful to our 
sponsors and advertisers, some 
of whom who have been with us 
since the very beginning. We’re 
also grateful for our other 
sponsors and advertisers, old and 
new, who’ll take the journey with 
us into the future, all in the name 
of and with the common passion 
for these beautiful sentient beings 
known as… DOGS!
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UP FACULTY OF VETERINARY SCIENCE’S NEW TEST 
FOR DEAFNESS IN DOGS
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Upfront
Brought to you by

The University of Pretoria’s 
Onderstepoort Veterinary Academic 
Hospital (OVAH) in the Faculty of 
Veterinary Science has invested in 
the latest device to test deafness 
in dogs. It’s currently testing 20-30 
dogs per month, most of which are 
puppies.
   “It’s important for dog breeders 
and people getting a puppy to make 
sure that there is no congenital 
deafness in the line, particularly in 
breeds that are more susceptible to 
it,” says OVAH’s Dr Paolo Pazzi. 

“Other reasons for testing include 
owners who are concerned that the 
dog they have adopted is deaf, or if 
their elderly dog has become deaf.”
   Congenital deafness means that a 
dog is born deaf; it cannot be cured 
and there are no implants or 
operations available in veterinary 
science to enable dogs to hear. “If, 
however, the deafness is related to 
otitis externa (inflammation of the 
external ear canal, also called 
‘swimmer’s ear’ in humans), the 
deafness should resolve, if treated 

COMPLETE PET NUTRITION – LISTENING TO PET OWNERS

Complete Pet has built up a strong 
brand and reputation for over 21 
years by focusing on high-performing 
relationships with pet stores and 
co-ops countrywide. Director Henk 
Jutte and the marketing team from 
Complete Pet decided that it was 
time to understand and find out 
what the needs of pet owners are 
and what they want for their pets.
   The outcome of Complete Pet’s 
investment in ongoing research is a 
completely redesigned brand and 
product range, now covering all 
levels of protein requirements by 
dogs, and favourable pellet sizes for 
different adult and puppy breeds. 
   Besides the new, fresh look with an 
updated logo, packaging and 
marketing material, they’ve 
developed a strategy to pass on 
knowledge to pet owners about the 
nutrition of their pets through an 

extended social media education 
programme, including a YouTube
channel, Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter and TikTok.
   Complete Pet continues to offer 
high-quality pet food products at 
affordable prices. To make sure 
the pet owner gets the best value 
for their money, their products are 
formulated and manufactured under 
stringent quality control procedures.  
Their continued association with 
the Pet Food Industry Association of 
South Africa (PFI) also ensures 
quality is consistent in their products.
   Complete Pet uses the services of a 
renowned pet food nutritionist, and 
only natural ingredients of the 
highest quality are sourced. 
   Complete Pet is great value for 
money! Visit their website on 
www.completepets.co.za for more 
information.
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early enough and appropriately,” Dr 
Pazzi explains.
   Fortunately, Dr Pazzi says that 
there is a reliable way to test for 
deafness, called a Brainstem Audi-
tory Evoked Response (BAER) test. 
The new device being used at OVAH 
to do this test is the American-man-
ufactured UFI BAERCOM™, which 
quickly and painlessly assesses the 
dog’s level of hearing or deafness.
   “We had an older, larger, 
clumsy device prior to this one as 
we have been doing deafness 
testing for some time, but it had 
become unreliable to the point that 
we could not do any BAER tests for 
about two years,” says Dr Pazzi.
   The BAER test detects electrical 
activity in the cochlea and auditory 
pathways in the brain in much the 
same way that an antenna detects 
TV signals. The test is painless, and 
the pup or dog is usually lightly 
sedated as movement interferes 

with the results.
   Small electrodes are positioned on 
the animal’s head connecting to the 
device, which reads and interprets 
the brain’s response to a specific 
clicking noise generated by it. Each 
ear is tested individually, as the dog 
may only be deaf in one ear. If they 
can hear in the ear, the machine’s 
screen will show a recording of 
“waves” of varying sizes and depths, 
but if they’re deaf, then the screen 
shows a recording of almost flat 
lines. Once both ears have been 
tested, the sedation is reversed, and 
a copy of the results are shared with 
the owner.
   “Deafness in the dog – and cat 
– population is low overall, but 
responsible breeders of predisposed 
breeds should ensure their puppies 
can hear and that deafness is not 
carried in their breeding lines,” says 
Dr Pazzi.
   Congenital deafness has been 

described in over 80 breeds but 
is most commonly diagnosed in 
Dalmatians, Bull Terriers, Australian 
Cattle Dogs, English Setters, English 
Cocker Spaniels and Boston Terriers. 
There’s an association between 
deafness and pigmentation, with 
white dogs being predisposed, and 
even more so if they’re white with 
blue eyes.
   Dogs with congenital deafness can 
be trained just like a hearing dog 
(using hand signals instead of 
speaking), and there are trainers 
who can assist with this. Many 
deaf dogs cope very well with hand 
signals. 
   If you’re concerned about a pup or 
adult dog and would like to test for 
deafness, you’re welcome to 
contact the Onderstepoort 
Veterinary Academic Hospital Small 
Animal Medicine clinic on 012 529 
8302, or email referralsam@up.ac.za 
for more information.

SAVC INDABA REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO A TRANSFORMED
 AND RESILIENT VETERINARY INDUSTRY

Transformation, inclusivity and 
expanding access to veterinary 
education and services were the 
focus of the South African Veterinary 
Council’s Annual Indaba, held on 
the 3rd of September 2021, to chart 
a future course for the veterinary 
professions.
   Some 300 people attended the 
hybrid physical and virtual event, 
which included robust discussions 
on how to improve the industry and 
a keynote address by the Minister of 
Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development, Ms Thoko Didiza. 

   The South African Veterinary 
Council (SAVC) is the regulatory body 
for South Africa’s veterinary 
professions, tasked with overseeing 
the conduct of those responsible for 
the health and well-being of all 
animals, from domestic pets to 
poultry and livestock. It also works 
to ensure the sustainability of the 
industry.
   As Dr Fhumulani Rachel Munyai, 
who chairs the SAVC’s Heritage and 
Transformation of the Professions 
Committee, noted: “Caring for animals 
is not what we do; it’s who we are.”
   The array of speakers echoed 
facilitator Buyani Zwane’s sentiment 
that those in South Africa’s 
veterinary and para-veterinary 
professions – including veterinarians, 
veterinary nurses, animal health 
technicians, laboratory animal 
technologists, veterinary physiother-
apists and veterinary technologists 

– have to adapt to survive. 
   Referring to the need for food 
security in the agriculture sector, the 
Covid-19 pandemic that may have 
originated in animals, and animal 
health challenges such as rabies, 
Minister Didiza stressed that it’s vital 
for South Africa to develop a “One 
Health” approach. Such a model 
would take into account the 
relationship between people, 
wildlife, livestock and domestic 
animals. “We need to find answers 
to these questions and determine 
what we need to do,” she said.
   She touched on inclusivity and 
whether the Department of Higher 
Education and Training should 
accredit more universities, other 
than the University of Pretoria, to 
train veterinary surgeons (there are 
six institutions training the para-
veterinary professions). This is in 
light of the national shortage of 
veterinarians. 
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MONTEGO PET NUTRITION LAUNCHES NEW SUPPLEMENT 
AND GROOMING RANGE  

Montego Pet Nutrition, one of the 
biggest pet food manufacturers in 
the country, is excited to announce 
its latest innovation into pet health 
and wellness. Introducing Montego 
XenPet (pronounced “ZenPet”). A 
complete range of premium, 
nature-inspired nutritional 
supplements and grooming products 
for gentle, effective inner and outer 
pet care.
   Made with the same premium 
quality Montego customers have 
come to know and love over the past 
two decades, this range of 
supplements and grooming is a first 
for the brand and is suitable for all 
adult dog breeds.
   Montego XenPet’s Soft Chews 
supplement range aims to boost the 
health of your pet and contains natu-
ral herbs and botanicals which aid in 
allergy alleviation, calms anxiety, and 

supports cognitive function. Each 
variant’s functional ingredients have 
been carefully selected to ensure 
that the products effectively address 
key health concerns and enhances 
a dog’s quality of life, while simul-
taneously providing dogs with a 
tasty chew. XenPet Soft Chews are 
available in five variants, including 
Allergy, Calming, Cognitive, Digestive, 
and Mobility supplements.
   The grooming range is the first 
non-consumable pet-related product 
offering by Montego and is derived 
from essential oils and natural 
extracts to give pets the care they 
deserve. Formulated to gently 
cleanse and moisturise dry, itchy, 
and allergy-prone skin, all grooming 
products contain ingredients that 
soothe, hydrate and nourish the skin 
and coat, leaving your pet happy, 
relieved, and smelling fresh. 

   Montego’s grooming products are 
made up of three conditioning 
shampoo variants, along with four 
refreshing and soothing products. 
These include the Revitalising Con-
ditioning Shampoo with Cucumber 
and Melon, Refreshing Conditioning 
Shampoo with Lemongrass and 
Coconut, and the Rejuvenating Con-
ditioning Shampoo with Geranium 
and Buchu. Anti-Itch Deodorising 
Spray with Lemon and Verbena, No 
Rinse Foam Wash and a Soothing 
Snout and Paw Balm with Coconut 
and Almond Oil.
   “We believe that to innovate and 
adapt, is to move forward, and we 
want to stay ahead of the curve 
through providing premium pet care 
for our loyal customers,” says Wil-
fred Cawood, Marketing Executive 
at Montego Pet Nutrition. For more 
information, visit www.montego.co.za

   Reflecting on the health of 
veterinary practice in South 
Africa, SAVC president Dr Tlotlo Kgasi 
said, “The long-term survival of any 
profession hinges on it remaining 
relevant and sensitive to the external 
social environment. Has our 
veterinary profession adapted to 
the new, changing needs of society? 
Have training institutions adapted to 
meet societal needs?”
   SAVC Council member Dr John 
Adam highlighted veterinary 

education as the most pressing issue. 
“To me, our primary goal in this very 
important matter is equal education 
for all, from primary to tertiary level. 
There is no use expecting students 
to study veterinary science if their 
primary education is poor.” 
   “When it comes to the selection 
of veterinary candidates, there is 
too much emphasis on academic 
achievement. We need to recruit a 
diverse group of top-quality 
candidates to ensure different and 

novel approaches to the profession 
going forward.”
   Dr Kgasi added, “We have to be 
agile and responsive, and not just 
talk, but be action-oriented and 
innovative. Transformation is about 
innovation. It’s a business imperative. 
We need to join hands to provide 
quality, relevant and accessible 
veterinary services, finding solutions 
that ultimately benefit the people of 
the country.”



BOLLINGER is our naughty fur 
baby. He chews the sprinklers 
and dad’s underpants and snorts 
like a little warthog! He’s one 
year old and so naughty already, 
but we love him to the moon 
and back. – WILLIAM HENDRY 
(age 8)

INCA von Wilbrie is a two-year-old 
working GSD that trains for IGP sport, 
which includes tracking, obedience 
and man work. She’s very, very 
energetic. – BERNICE ACKER 
GROENEWALD

VENOM is seven months 
old. Loves food and running 
around. He also enjoys day 
care and training. Loves his 
humans, his sister named 
Cheeky and constantly has the 
zoomies. Also, he has his own 
Instagram account @Ven-
omthepitty – PAULA CRISTINA

SAMMY is 13 and he’s been my best friend. Here he 
is enjoying the balcony. – BARB LOXTON

ROCKY, my beautiful rescue from Lydenberg, enjoying the 
sea breeze. – MICHELE EVERY VENTER
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LILA was rescued from GRACE 
Animal Sanctuary. She’s two 
years old and loves playing ball, 
cuddling and giving loads of 
love. I adopted her in the begin-
ning of August. – LISE DU TOIT

SAMMIE and 
her beloved 
hedgehog, just 
hanging out. 
– ANN NICOLS-
MCALISTER

SADIE on the left and MERLIN on Saturday after 
their bath. – LUCIA COWAN

KIKI, BELLA & BONNIE. Kiki was adopted from the SPCA in 
February this year, and our four Bullies love her. 
– TANJA & PIETER PRINSLOO

FEISTY – “I’m my mother’s 
hungriest child.” Feisty watches 
my every move in the kitchen 
very, very closely...
 – ESTELLE JUTTA VAN ZYL

FREYA is a new addition to our family. She’s 
our little drama queen and keeps us on our 
toes daily. We love her so much. 
– SUNE VAN DER MESCHT
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My name is VARKIE 
and I’m ready for Sum-
mer! PS: My name is 
due to my snoring, not 
my weight. – ANNELI 
VAN DER WESTHUIZEN

YSTER went 
missing in May and 
found his way back 
home after 12 days. 
He’s our fluffy 
survivor who came 
home with barely 
a scratch on him. 
What a miracle! – 
CECILIA DE VILLIERS

MOGLI show-
ing me what he 
thinks of me 
because he 
wasn’t allowed 
any more treats. 
– JILLIAN ALTERN

HERCULES and 
his favourite 
Kong. – DEBBIE 
CARR PORTER

TINY (9) enjoys 
car rides and 
peanut butter 
sandwiches. He 
was adopted 
from Adora-Bull 
Terrier Rescue 
in July 2020. 
– LYNDALL 
SCHOEMAN

SASSJA is my name 
and I love to relax in the 
sun while my two cat 
brothers play. I’m their 
big sister and the 
Princess of the house. 
– ANEKE MINNIE

WIN! If your photo is the winning photo, you will receive 
a fabulous prize from Complete Pet. To enter, e-mail 

your photo and a sentence or two about your dog/s to                      
editorial@caninezonesa.co.za

Brought to you by
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My husband has been transferred to 
Richard’s Bay, so we’ll be moving with 
our four dogs in December. We have two 
Jack Russells, a large cross-breed and 
a Labrador, ranging in age from five to 
nine years. I’m very stressed about the 
move, especially as the property we’ll 
be moving to is in an undeveloped area, 
so there are a lot of snakes. While my 
husband was recently there, they told 
him that they’d found a Black Mamba 
and a Mozambique Spitting Cobra on 
the property. Is there any way that I can 
train my dogs not to go near a snake, 
or any other advice you may have for a 
panicky dog mom? Perhaps Canine Zone 
could do a more in-depth article at some 
stage about what to do in the case of 
snake bite? – CHARLENE CRAUSE
CAITLIN SAYS – Sharing your property 
with potentially dangerous animals is 
enough to make anyone worried. Dogs 
are naturally curious and land up in all 
sorts of trouble. You need to teach your 

dogs a reliable “leave it” cue so that you 
can stop them from pursuing a snake. 
Start by placing some food in front of 
your dog and cueing them to “leave”. 
They might only resist for a few seconds 
and then earn the food. Increase the 
duration that they resist the temptation. 
You can also work on exchanges – when 
your dog has a favourite toy, practise ex-
changing it for a better/different toy and 
use a cue such as “drop”. Snake-avoid-
ance can be worked on using rubber 
toy snakes. Have someone hide and pull 
the rubber snake using fishing gut or 
something similar. If your dog chooses 
to ignore the rubber snake, reward them 
with a “jackpot” – lots of treats in close 
succession. If your dog shows interest, 
cue them to “leave it” and reward their 
choice. Practise calling your dogs away 
from distractions and always make 
sure they know that choosing to leave 
something to come to you is worth their 
while. Supervision will be essential, and 

to the best of your ability, ensure that 
the dogs are not unsupervised in the 
garden. Make sure that you’ve signed up 
with pet insurance and get to know the 
vets and after-hours vets in your area. 
In the unfortunate event of a snake bite, 
you want to be sure you can do whatev-
er possible to treat your dog. 

I love your articles and advice, so maybe 
you can assist us with the following 
question. I recently adopted a dog from 
the SPCA, a little cross-breed of eight 
months old that we’ve named Gigi. I live 
in Somerset West in the Cape and want 
to start taking Gigi down to the beach. 
I’m concerned, though, as my sister’s dog 
got very ill from drinking too much sea 
water. Do you have any beach safety and 
beach behaviour advice for me? 
– SHARRI BOOKER
CAITLIN SAYS – Thank you for choosing 
to change the life of a little dog in need! 
I’m sure that Gigi adores being part 
of your family. Days on the beach are 
something exciting to look forward to. 

However, the ocean is full of risks – from 
ingesting sea water to being unable to 
swim in the waves and current. Make 
sure to take along a bottle of fresh water 
and regularly offer this to Gigi to avoid 
her drinking the sea water. You can get 
her used to the water slowly by playing 
in the shallows or a lagoon. It’s advisable 
for her to wear a lifejacket if there’s any 
chance of her swimming in the ocean. 
The cold water may make it more 
difficult for her to swim. Most excessive 
sea water ingestion comes from 
swimming in the ocean and retrieving 
toys from the water. By avoiding this and 
staying in the shallows, you should be 
able to safely enjoy your beach visits. 

I'M SCARED OF DOGS AROUND SNAKES!

Help!
Got A QUEStIon?

E-mail us at  
editorial@caninezonesa.co.za  

and we will forward your mail to our 
behaviourists, Julie Bezuidenhout  and 

Caitlin Balt-Helmrich to answer

ASK OUR EXPERTS 

I'M WORRIED ABOUT MY DOG DRINKING SEA WATER
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Help! My dog is obsessed with our toilet. 
Cody is our two-year-old Bulldog child 
who’s a very gentle boy. The only prob-
lem is that he’s obsessed with the toilet, 
meaning that he doesn’t want anyone to 
go in there and shut the door, and he’ll 
scratch and cry until he’s let in. The toilet 
is in a small separate room, so there’s 
not a lot of space for a human and a 
dog, and it can get rather uncomfort-
able having an audience. When there’s 
no one in there, it’s his favourite place 
to sleep – on the cold tiled floor, even 
though he has two warm, comfortable 
beds in our cottage. He also steals toilet 
rolls that he rips to shreds, even though 
he has a lot of toys. I just wondered why 
he’s acting like this, and although no 
real harm is being done and he’s a very 
happy dog who gets a lot of attention 
and love, do we perhaps we need to seek 
the advice of a behaviourist? 
– LAURIE MAXWELL

JULIE SAYS – The toilet room 
might be Cody’s safe space, 
where he feels safe and secure. 
He could have learned this as 
a young puppy, and this might 
have resulted in a well-estab-
lished behaviour over time. 
The bathroom is usually tiled 
and cool, and most dogs enjoy 
this. In an attempt to offer him 
another safe space, close the 
bathroom door for a couple of 
seconds (without him fussing on 
the other side) then open the 
door and treat and praise him. 
You may have to begin with one 
second of door closure. Provide 
him with another area that he 
could feel safe and perhaps 
include a cooling mat if the floor 
isn’t tiled. The new space should 
be enhanced with his favourite 
chews, treats and toys.

Could you explain 
the difference 
between a 
harness, Halti, 
slip lead and 
choke chain, and 
what is the best 
option for a dog 
who pulls terribly 
on walks? Our 
Ben is a German 
Shepherd, and 
he’s a year old, 
but he does pull 
us off our feet 
when we attach a 
lead to his collar 
to try and walk 
or go to the vet. 
Our vet said that 
a head harness or 
body harness is 
the best for a dog 
that pulls and 

that a choke chain should be completely 
banned as they’re extremely cruel. We’ve 
now bought a head harness, but Ben 
hates it and twists around to try and 
remove it, so we’ll also be trying a body 
harness soon. – JENNY LE ROUX
JULIE SAYS – I suggest you contact a 
professional dog trainer and be-
haviourist to assist you in getting Ben to 
walk calmly on a lead. There are so many 
techniques to use, and they’ll suggest 
the correct equipment for you. In the 
meantime, a Halti or head harness can 
be just as traumatic for Ben, as he hasn’t 
been conditioned to wear it, and for a 
very strong dog who pulls, it may not be 
that safe. A good harness is more about 
safety, but it could increase the pulling, 
as you’re simply pulling back on the dog 
and holding on. There are harnesses on 
the market that are designed for dogs 
who pull; for example, the No Pull Har-
ness (JuliusK9) works wonderfully for a 
dog who pulls excessively on the lead.  

Brought to you by

WHAT'S THE BEST TO USE ON WALKS?

MY DOG IS OBSESSED WITH OUR TOILET...
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DOGS 101

By Caitlin Balt-Helmrich (CO1: DogWise Stage 1 COAPE; 
Owner at geni[US] Dogs;  BScHons Zoology)

 The MOST IMPORTANT thing 
to teach a DOG! 
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Somewhere in the early days 
of dog training, “sit” became 
the go-to behaviour to teach 

first to a dog. It’s easy to teach, 
natural for the dog, and became 
so ingrained in the hearts of dog 
guardians that dogs are now ex-
pected to sit before doing almost 
anything – going through a door, 
eating their dinner, getting into a 
car, meeting a visitor. Perhaps it 
stems from the outdated theory 
of humans being the “Alpha” – 
having an authoritarian control 
over dogs, and dogs somehow 

plotting to overthrow our 
authority if they dare to eat with-
out our permission (although 
that’s a topic for another day!). 

This type of training and thinking 
is outdated and serves only to 
give people a sense of control 
over another life. There’s a 
certain appeal to seeing an 
obedient dog out in public, and 
sitting politely and waiting 
patiently has undoubtedly 
shaped countless interactions 
between humans and our canine 

companions. However, there’s an 
important difference between a 
person being in control of a dog 
and a dog being in control of 
their behaviour. 
 
Is rigid, robotic obedience 
really the most important thing 
to teach a dog? What should you 
be helping your dog to learn? 
Can you shape your dog’s 
personality to help them 
assimilate into our world? 

Concept dog training extends 
beyond traditional obedience 
training. Instead of a cue – 
behaviour – reward system, 
leading to the repetition of 
behaviours that get reinforced, 
concept training helps your dog 
to understand a set of guidelines 
and approach new scenarios with 
these guidelines in mind. This 
allows the dog autonomy over 
their body and decisions whilst 
still remaining safe and fitting 
into human society. Concept 
training helps your dog to make 
smart and safe choices. Here are 
some concepts that you can help 
your dog to learn: 

PROXIMITY
Teach your dog that being close 
to you is worth their while. Build 
a relationship with your dog 
where they choose you over all 
the other wonderful distractions 
that the world has to offer. Prox-
imity to an owner should always 
be reinforced with play and food. 
Your dog choosing to be near you 
is a good thing, and you need to 
let him know. Play games that 



CANINE ZONE | MARCH 2016 | 15

TiTle TITLE

 Concept dog training extends beyond traditional 
obedience training

 CANINE ZONE | OCTOBER 2021 | 15

encourage your dog to find you 
and stick close to you, and never 
break a dog’s trust through fear, 
intimidation or punishment.  

OPTIMISM 
Dogs need to learn to regard 
unfamiliar places, people, sounds, 
animals, experiences and objects 
with optimism rather than 
caution. Puppies and adult dogs 
can make positive associations 
and learn to have an optimistic 
outlook by pairing new things 
with great rewards. Whenever a 
dog notices or experiences some-
thing new and potentially scary, 
they can be praised and rewarded. 
Over time, they may be more at 
ease with new experiences. 

SELF-CONTROL
More important than learning 
to like new things, is learning to 
ignore nice things. A dog who can 
acknowledge another dog/person/
experience and choose to stay put 
is a safe dog. It’s important that 
dogs learn that not every person 
or dog is one that they get to 
meet and greet, and ignoring the 
distraction should be as valuable 
to the dog as pursuing it. Make it 
fun by using a technique known 
as “DMT” – Distract, Mark, Treat. 

Allow the dog to see a potential 
distraction, mark the moment 
with a word such as “yes!”, and 
follow with a reward. Very soon, 
the dog will see a distraction and 
choose to look to their guardian 
instead for a treat!

CALMNESS
Compared to the calm dogs that 
we see out and about relaxing at 
their owners’ feet at a restaurant, 
many dogs are considered 
unruly – jumping, tugging, 
pulling and crying excitedly to 
get to where they want to be. 
Teaching your dog to be calm as 
a default behaviour can make 
the difference between being the 
“dream team” or feeling like your 
dog is a nightmare to take 
anywhere. This starts with 
noticing times when your dog 
is naturally relaxed and making 
this valuable by adding rewards. 
Long-lasting chews are great for 
promoting and reinforcing 
calmness. Slowly dropping treats 
onto the floor for your dog, 
gradually increasing the time 
between treats, teaches your dog 
the old adage “good things come 

to those who wait!” and will lead 
to calm being a default behaviour.
 
SAFE AND SENSIBLE! 
If a dog is able to interact in a safe 
and polite way with the world 
around them, they’ll be able to 
enjoy being a part of your 
family and experiencing the 
world outside of their home. 
In contrast to formal obedience 
(which is an enjoyable extra if 
worked on in a fear-free, force-
free manner), dogs really only 
need to know enough to make 
sensible decisions and stay safe. 
After that, they should be afford-
ed every opportunity to simply 
enjoy being a dog. The mere fact 
that such diverse species – humans 
and canines – have learnt to coexist 
in mutually beneficial relation-
ships is a remarkable show of the 
adaptability and nature of dogs.  

Brought to you by



16 | MARCH 2016 | CANINE ZONE 

TITLE TITLE

So, you love dogs, you’re 
especially partial to a partic-
ular breed and would like to 

bring a puppy into your family 
so that you can raise him or her 
with your family. But where do 
you find your puppy? A breeder, 
a pet shop, a shelter?

It might rarely be possible to get 
a purebred puppy from a shelter, 
but they do have so many 
wonderful dogs and cross-breed 
puppies available who desperately 
need a loving family. That being 
said, with hundreds of breeders 
advertising all over the place, 
how exactly do you choose, 
bearing in mind that most breed-
ers who advertise are puppy 
mills and not reputable breeders?
When you look at ads in publica-
tions or online, you’ve probably 
been impressed by their ads and 
websites, as well as the claims 
they make about their puppies. 
But, sadly, most of these ads and 

websites are really puppy mills in 
disguise.

HOW TO TELL THE DIFFERENCE…
Most people still have no idea 
how to differentiate between a 
professional breeder and a puppy 
mill. And, tragically, some might 
not even care.
 
A professional, reputable dog 
breeder carefully selects 
ideal breeding dogs based on 
a well-documented history of 
health and temperament in the 
family line. They don’t mass-
produce puppies. Their business 
is driven by quality care and 
perpetuating healthy breed lines. 
You’d always be able to come to 
their premises and meet your 
puppy’s mom and dad and see 
the conditions that the parents 
and puppies are living in. 

Professional breeders are very 
selective when rehoming one of 

their precious pups, and they’ll 
typically go out of their way to 
validate the suitability of the 
potential home prior to selling 
a puppy. You’d possibly also 
receive a contract outlining the 
terms for care and health for your 
new family member. Common 
terms include an agreement to 
neuter or spay, to train the dog, 
and most important, that the dog 
must be returned to the breeder 
if you can no longer care for 
him or her for any reason. A 
professional breeder wants their 
dogs back and doesn’t allow 
them to be turned in to shelters 
or to be euthanised. They’ll make 
it easy for the buyer to return the 
dog if necessary.

HOW TO TELL IF IT’S A PUPPY 
MILL 
Puppy mills prey on the fact that 
consumers don’t know what 
questions to ask and what 
information to validate when 
they’re shopping for their new 
puppy. Puppy mills use pet 
stores, newspapers and 
magazines, website and online 
advertising forums to sell their 
puppies. 

Professional dog breeders want 
you to see their facilities, their 
litter and the breeding parents 
and will never deny your request 
to visit. Puppy mills will never let 
you tour their facility or see the 
breeding parents. In fact, they’ll 
often suggest that they meet you 
somewhere or that they’ll bring 

FEATURE

Dog Breeding – The Good, The Bad 
& The Ugly

By Kylie Renner
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a puppy to you. While this may 
sound convenient, it’s a giant red 
flag! Another common tactic that 
mill owners use is to schedule a 
visit to their home and, at the last 
minute, will call you with some 
excuse as to why you can’t come 
to the home and must meet them 
somewhere else instead.
 
Typically, reputable breeders will 
always microchip their puppies 
for permanent identification so 
that the dog is always linked to 
them, while puppy mills just 
want to sell the puppies and 
continue breeding. 

An individual advertising that 
the puppy is “KUSA registered” 
is meaningless. This is a clever 
strategy used to prey on people 
who don’t understand what this 
means. The association with 
KUSA (Kennel Union of South 
Africa) is designed to impress 
you, and it’s not indicative of 
selective breeding, quality, 
temperament or care, as anyone 
can register with KUSA.

SO, WHAT IS A PUPPY MILL OR 
PUPPY FARM?
A puppy mill or a puppy farm is 
a term for breeders whose 
primary concern is to breed dogs 
for profit. They’ll pump out as 
many puppies as possible to 
maximise their earnings. Usually, 
they have little to no experience 
in dog breeding and generally 
choose to breed popular dogs 
that are fashionable at the time 
and sometimes breed more than 

one type of dog breed to try and 
earn more.

Unfortunately, puppy mills are 
not illegal, but there are laws in 
SA that protect animals. Tragically, 
there are so many loopholes in 
our laws which these unscrupu-
lous people take advantage of. 
As long as puppies are given the 
basic food, water and shelter, 
they’re not unlawful. They’re not 
required to provide the breeding 
dogs or puppies with routine 
medical care, exercise, interaction, 
or love. 

They don’t breed healthy dogs 
and will often reproduce sick or 
diseased dogs – keeping their 
overheads low and their earnings 
high. This increases the chances 
of unhealthy puppies. Once the 
puppies are born, they receive 
little to no medical attention, and 
neither does the mother. Puppy 
mills don’t handle or socialise 
their pups and usually leave 
them in a cage until they’re sold. 
This means no handling, love, or 
attention, which creates 
behavioural problems and 
potentially dangerous dogs, or 
overtly shy ones.

WHY YOU SHOULD NEVER 
SUPPORT A PUPPY MILL…
It’s important to never support 
a puppy mill, as you’re support-
ing animal cruelty, overbreeding 
and putting more dogs in shel-
ters. Puppy mill prices will be a 
bit lower than prices of puppies 
from a reputable breeder, but 
you’ll end up paying more at the 

end of the day. There have been 
so many cases of puppy mill 
puppies dying within a few days 
of going to their new homes.
 
Lorna Celliers bought a purebred 
French Bulldog in December last 
year as a gift for her husband. She’d 
found an ad for a French Bulldog 
breeder and met the breeder at a 
garage halfway between Johan-
nesburg and Pretoria to collect the 
puppy. She paid over the R10,000 
via EFT prior to collecting the 
puppy. Three days later the 
puppy couldn’t breathe and was 
taken to a veterinary clinic. By 
June this year, she’d spent over 
R98,000 in medical costs, and 
sadly, the little one passed away 
in August from organ failure. The 
“breeder” never returned any of 
Lorna’s calls, changed his 
number, and disappeared. 

By supporting puppy mills, 
you’re putting money in the 
pockets of animal abusers. You 
also increase the chances of them 
breeding more dogs and subjecting 
them to neglect and cruelty – a 
never-ending circle.

Reputable and experienced 
breeders aren’t concerned with 
maxing their profits and instead 
only cover their costs and earn a 
fair wage. But, more importantly, 
they’re more interested in 
securing the health and future 
of the breed. They’ll screen their 
dogs and make sure that they’re 
suitable for breeding. Meaning 
that their puppies will be as 
healthy as possible.

FEATURE
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By supporting puppy mills, you are putting 
money in the pockets of animal abusers



18 | MARCH 2016 | CANINE ZONE 

FEATURE

THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN REPUTABLE BREEDERS, AND PUPPY MILLS AND BACKYARD BREEDERS

Experienced, reputable breeder Puppy mill and backyard breeder

Only breed occasionally. A reputable breeder will limit 
the number of litters for the health and well-being of the 
parents.

Breed constantly without any breaks, which causes terrible 
suffering and health issues

Healthiest, happiest puppies. Sickly puppies with genetic health conditions. Potential of 
behavioural issues.

Puppies raised with love and socialisation. Locked in cages.

Expert advice. Want the puppies sold as soon as possible.

Higher price. Lower prices to get puppies sold quickly.

Will enable you to visit their kennels. Won’t allow visitors at all

Might work with breed-specific shelter. Won’t work with shelters.

Want the betterment of the breed. Want maximum profit only.

Advertise through word of mouth, websites with extensive 
breed information, or you can find them at breed shows.

Advertise in newspapers, magazines, online ad forums, 
Facebook pages, or shop notice boards and sold via pet 
stores or events.

Usually focus on one or two breeds at most. Breeds various types of dogs.

Kennels are clean, warm and neat, or puppies are in the 
house with the family.

Usually in outbuildings, stacked in cages and in filthy
conditions.

Waiting lists are common. Puppies are always available

Veterinary care for mom and puppies. No veterinary care.

Will be available in the future for advice, assistance, or even 
to take the dog back.

If bought via a pet store, there’s no contact with the 
breeder. No contact or assistance in the future.

Puppies are microchipped, given first vaccines, and spaying 
or neutering contracts are in some cases entered into.

Puppies aren’t microchipped or given vaccines in some 
cases. No spaying or neutering agreement in place.

Puppies only go to new homes after 8 to 12 weeks. Puppies as young as four weeks are sold directly or in pet 
stores.

Puppies are picked up from the breeder’s home or kennels. Puppies collected in a parking lot, roadside or at pet stores.

Top-quality breeders will do everything that they can to 
prove that they are and ease any concerns that you may 
have.

Puppy mills don’t care, as long as they can keep breeding 
and making money, and as long as people aren’t educated 
or do their research.
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 How to help a LOST DOG
By Julia Lamberti-Morreira

FEATURE
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Found a dog roaming the streets? Or perhaps 
you’re panicking because you’ve lost your own 
pooch? We explore how to help a lost dog and 

ensure its safe return home. 

ASSISTING A STRAY 
Firstly, always approach a lost dog with calm 
caution, as even friendly dogs can attack when 
frightened, injured or ill. Also, avoid chasing after 
the dog, because this could frighten and confuse it 
more. If it seems unsafe or too difficult to capture 
the stray, take the following steps: 
•	 Note details of the dog’s colour, size, breed, sex, 

exact location, and the direction they’re moving. 
•	 Report the dog on community social media 

forums and ask neighbours or anyone outside 
(including children) if they recognise the stray.

•	 Follow the dog, as some pets will walk back  
towards their home or wander into an area 
where they can be more easily contained.

•	 If the dog looks injured or is roaming around 
a dangerous road, call your local SPCA* or an 
animal shelter for immediate assistance.  

•	 Try to stay with or near the dog until help  
arrives.

However, if the dog seems calm and friendly, 

following these tips could help get it to safety:
•	 Avoid sudden movements and calmly call the 

dog.
•	 If the dog has a form of identification (collar and 

tag), call the owners.
•	 If the dog has no identification but is friendly, 

try and coax it into your car and take it to a local 
vet to determine if there’s a microchip.

•	 The vet should scan the entire body for a  
microchip, in case the chip has migrated.  

•	 If not microchipped, or the owner can’t be 
contacted, you can foster the stray, leave it with 
the vet or deliver it to a local shelter. Remember 
that veterinary clinics can only keep stray dogs 
on their premises for a limited amount of time 
before handing them over to the SPCA where 
the dog will be noted as a stray.

•	 If you opt to foster, have the dog fully examined 
and vaccinated before exposing them to your 
own pets.

FINDING FIDO’S FAMILY
You may have decided to foster a lost dog or opted 
to leave the stray with a vet or shelter, but don’t 
give up the search for its owner. Try putting up 
very brightly coloured posters at entrances and exits 
to your area, vets, supermarkets, petrol stations, 
ATMs, taxi ranks, animal shelters, groomers, dog 
parks, and pet stores. You can also place a notice in 
your local newspaper, as many community papers 
will post these free of charge. In addition, report the 
lost dog on all community social media forums.  
 
Give a basic description of the dog with minimum 
details, and if someone tries to claim it, demand 
proof of identification. For example, a claimant must 
be able to describe the dog’s sex, colouring, special 
features, sterilisation status and the date and place 
the dog went missing. It’s also important to observe 
whether the dog gets excited and runs to the 
claimant or remains indifferent or fearful in their 
presence. If the dog seems uncomfortable or 
unfamiliar with the individual, don’t hand it over. 
 
If you’ve tried every avenue to find the stray’s 
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owner without success, you may then decide to 
formally adopt the dog. In the case of the dog being 
housed in a shelter, confirm the adoption procedure 
with staff and follow each step.   

PROTECTING YOUR OWN PET
Losing your own dog can be a deeply distressing 
experience. However, following these handy tips 
will help ensure that your hound stays safely home:
•	 Secure your dog in a fenced area, without holes, 

cracks or loose boards through which they can 
escape.

•	 Ensure your dog is on a leash when out and 
about, and never leave a leashed dog unsuper-
vised, as they can be stolen, injured by other 
animals and hurt or strangled by the leash itself. 

•	 Microchip your dog – this provides identifying 
information should it get lost.

•	 Sterilise your dog, as spayed or neutered dogs 
are less likely to wander off in search of a mate.

•	 Attach an identification tag to your dog’s collar 
that shows your owner details. 

•	 Consider a GPS collar, to track your dog at all 
times.

•	 Never leave dogs unsupervised for extended 
periods, and consider a pet sitter or pet daycare 
if you’re away for a long time. 

•	 Train your dog, as many training classes offer 
information to prevent losing a dog or puppy, 
and a trained dog is more likely to stop on  
command, come back when called, and walk 
well on a leash. 

•	 Have a picture and details of your dog on hand 
for easy reference if they go missing.

GET YOUR LOST HOUND HOME
You may be freaking out, but it’s critical to keep a 
cool head and follow these steps if your dog does 
happen to go missing:
•	 Ask for assistance from friends, family and 

neighbours and immediately begin searching for 
your dog within a three-to-four-kilometre radius 
from where they were last seen. 

•	 Bring your dog’s favourite toy or treat on the 

search and call out their name or words they 
will respond to. Also, try shaking your pet’s 
food container, or opening a can, if they eat wet 
food.

•	 Report your missing dog to local vets, shelters 
and SPCAs, as well as on social media platforms 
and in your community newspaper.  

•	 Ensure that you have a recent photo and provide 
a description of the dog and state the location 
where they were last seen.

•	 Print brightly coloured posters with your dog’s 
name, photo and your contact information, and 
post them throughout your area (see above for 
good placement areas).

•	 Visit local shelters and vets regularly to see if 
your pet is there; call for updates and keep  
reposting missing reports on social media.

Whether it’s a stray or your own missing fur friend, 
dealing with a lost dog can be alarming. However, 
swift, logical action and a generous sprinkling of 
persistence will help bring a lost dog to safety… and 
hopefully back into the arms of the family they love.
*Find your nearest SPCA branch @ https://nspca.co.za/ 
Sources: www.adoptapet.com www.barkingmad.co.za 
www.homeagain.com www.gpscollar.co.za www.akc.org

How to help a lost dog and how to keep 
your own dog safe
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FOREVER HOME

By Wesly Fleischer

MY FIRST DOGGO AND MY FIRST DAD
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Eddy’s Story – Hello, doggo moms, dads, 
and family. My name is Eddy, I’m two 
years old, and I never had a family. I was 
a stray, and the only way I survived was 
because of the locals that fed me as they 

walked on by. I was grateful for the food, but I was 
afraid of the humans. A kind stranger reported me 
living in Gerotek, and to my relief, someone from 
Dogtown came and rescued me. I wasn’t an easy 
catch, but when I smelt the food they laid out for 
me, how could I resist? I was a little afraid, because 
I was in this cage, not knowing what was going 
on. When I arrived at Dogtown, it wasn’t even two 
weeks and I’d forgotten that I was living as a stray. I 
was in a happy place, making friends, trusting 
humans, and learning new tricks – man, I was 
living the life. Just as I thought life couldn’t get 
better, it did…

I was having a snooze when my trainer came and 
got me to introduce me to someone, not knowing 
that this was someone who’d possibly consider 
taking me home, as I thought Dogtown was my 
home. I met this dude, and he gave me a few rubs 
and tickles, but I couldn’t care less – my trainer 
had snacks, and that’s all I wanted. When I looked 
again, this dude was gone, and I could finally go 
and lie down a little again.

A few weeks passed and I was being put on a leash 
and thought I was going for a walk. But the walk 
turned into me jumping into a Dogtown van and 
going on a long trip. We arrived in a new, strange 
environment. I got out, walked in this yard, and 
saw this dude again – the difference this time was 
that he had a huge, excited smile on his face which 
I couldn’t understand. My trainer spoke to him and 
then she left me with him! I sat at the gate, hoping 
my trainer would come back, but she didn’t. This 
guy put me next to him with a blanket in his bakkie, 
and that’s when I realised that this was my human – 
my dad! We bonded while he drove, and he assured 
me everything was going to be great.

I’M HOME!
It took me a while to get used to his house, and he 
showed me I could go outside through this 
teleportation-type door – it was fascinating. He 
showed me I was allowed on the couch, so this was 
the perfect opportunity to show him how much 
space I can actually take, and he didn’t mind one 
bit. When we go to bed, he has a warm, comfortable 
bed for me next to his. But even though I should be 
in my own bed, every opportunity I get I’ll climb up 
onto his bed and cuddle with him. 

I enjoy being with my human all the time, and he 
takes me with him on his fishing trips where I get 
to run around in the mud and water. I get a little 
freaked out when he pulls out this strange-looking 
creature from the water. I love my home, my dad, 
and my new family.



FOREVER HOME

The love and bond I have 
with this dog
 is incredible
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ADOPTING EDDY
I’ve never had my own dogs, but I did grow up 
with a few. I live alone and felt like I needed a 
buddy, so I emailed a few places and Dogtown was 
quick to get back to me. I did have a few specifications 
of what type of dog I wanted, or could have, and 
Dogtown was very accommodating. After a while, 
they came back to me and said they’d found me the 
perfect match. I had my pick of two.

I made my way to meet the two dogs, and when 
I arrived, I was greeted by the friendly staff. Two 
of the cutest dogs came down to meet me, but one 
really stood out for me because he looked like one 
of my childhood dogs. After a few rubs and tickles 
(I should have brought snacks), I made my way 
home knowing that I wanted Eddy. But in my heart, 
it was difficult, because I felt I also wanted to give a 
home to the other one. However, I felt better 
knowing that the Dogtown dogs are very happy 
and not confined.

FORMING A STRONG BOND
After a few weeks, giving me time to get everything 
ready for my new doggy, Eddy arrived, and I was 
so excited. The trainer ran through a few things 
with me, and Eddy was finally mine. It took a while 
for him to get used to what he could do, but I 
realised he’s a very affectionate boy and loves his 
cuddles. He likes to sneak onto my bed and lie right 
up against me, and when he lies on the couch, he 
likes to put his head on my tummy or lap. Don’t get 
me wrong, it hasn’t been all sunshine and rainbows – 
he’s made a few mistakes and so have I. He chewed 
up my couch pillow, and I tend to forget he grew 
up in the veld.

RESCUE DOGS ARE THE BEST
Eddy loves the park and meeting new dogs. As I 
get to know him more and more his personality 
shines, and as many people have said, Eddy and 
I are connected and have a great bond. I take him 
everywhere, and when I go fishing, he comes with 
me and he loves it, playing in the water and mud. 

He knows when it’s time for his walks, and at about 
15:00 he’ll start jumping on me and it’s very 
difficult to say no. We leave at around 16:30, after 
I’ve finished my work. 

I decided to take us to school – and by us, I mean 
the both of us! The better the dad, the better the 
doggo. When adopting a rescue or a stray, we 
tend to forget that the dog sometimes had to fend 
for himself, and I’ve had to learn to be a lot more 
understanding towards Eddy. If there’s some advice 
I can give first-time owners/adopters, then I’d say 
that rescued dogs are the best dogs. The love and 
bond they have with you is incredible, but you must 
be willing to understand them. Sometimes it won’t 
be easy, but it’s definitely worth it.



CHRIS EVANS
Chris Evans grew up with dogs and they hold a 
special place in his heart. His love for dogs goes 
way back, and his first dog, named East, was a 
Bulldog who passed in 2013 at 12 years of age. He 
recently shared an old photo of the two snuggling 
in remembrance of his best pal for National Pet Day. 
   Evans, who’s best known for playing Captain 
America, and Johnny Storm in The Fantastic Four, 
found his rescue cutie, Dodger, while filming the 
movie Gifted. One of the last scenes they shot took 
place at a shelter, and Evans didn’t realise at first 
that the dogs weren’t working dogs hired for the 
scene but were actually up for adoption. It was love 
at first sight for Evans, who was so sure that Dodger 
was destined to be his that he filmed their meeting 
and posted it online.
   That was years ago, and since then, Evans has 
regularly posted pictures and videos of Dodger 
being unbelievably adorable and of the two of them 
sharing happy times, including one of Dodger and 
Chris being reunited after weeks apart while Chris 

worked on a movie. 
   When Evans was recently asked about getting 
through current events and how he’s handling it, he 
said, “I spend most of my time in the garden with 
my dog, or in the kitchen. My dog is clearly the big 
winner here. I’m trying to keep some routine in my 
day. I am someone who prefers to be at home, so 
I do not feel the urge to go outside every day. The 
vast majority of my free time now goes to reading 
books and to Dodger.”
   When asked his advice about living a happy life, 
he said, “You know what my advice would be? 
Adopt a dog! Everyone should go out and get a 
dog. If you don’t have a dog in your life, especially 
during this time, you’re missing out.”
   Chris is a huge proponent of rescue dogs and 
adopting from shelters, saying, “Rescue dogs are 
the best dogs!”

TOM HARDY
He’s handsome. He’s talented. And most impor-
tantly: he loves dogs. Some might remember Tom 

 Celebrity Best Buddies
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Hardy as Bane in The Dark Knight Rises, or as Eddie 
Brock in Venom, while some of you know him as 
Alfie Solomons from Peaky Blinders. But we know 
him as a devoted dog lover! He loves dogs and 
dogs love him. That’s how Tom Hardy can be 
summarised in simple terms.
   In our opinion, a man’s true character is displayed 
by his behaviour and compassion towards animals, 
and Tom Hardy inspires so many people to respect 
and treat dogs with kindness and respect. 
   The British actor has been quite vocal about his 
love for his pets and other dogs. He even refused to 
attend a drama class if his buddy, Mad Max, wasn’t 
allowed in with him.
   In an interview, Tom famously said: “I don’t have 
any friends. I don’t keep them or entertain them. I 
like to keep to myself. I have a dog and a son. A dog 
couldn’t do anything to upset me, you know, and 
neither could my son.”
   Tom’s also an advocate for adoption, especially Pit 
Bulls, and the well-being of all dogs. In a PETA ad, 
Hardy joined other celebrities, including Casey 
Affleck and Priyanka Chopra, in asking from the 
point of view of an outside dog, “Why did you get 
me if this was how you were going to treat me?”
 

CHANNING TATUM

Who can forget Channing Tatum’s dance moves in 
the movie Magic Mike? But did you know that he’s 
devoted to dogs, and in fact a movie called Dog, 
about his beloved dog who passed away, will be 
released next year. Guess that’s one more reason to 
love the actor.
   Now, if you’re like me and dread sad dog 
movies, you’ll be happy to know that Channing 
plans to make his dog film a comedy, and his co-star 
will be a Belgian Malinois named Lulu – the same as 
his late best friend.
   The 41-year-old Tatum shared Lulu the Pit Bull with 
his ex-wife, Jenna Dewan. As everyone knows, the pair 
split back in 2018 – the same year that Lulu passed 
away, leaving both of them devastated.  Following 
Lulu’s passing, Reid Carolin, Tatum’s long-term media 
partner, began work on the movie’s script. Excited to 
share the news about the film, Tatum teased people 
on Twitter by sharing a few pictures of a road trip that 
he and the real-life Lulu took together. He tweeted, “A 
little over a year ago I got back from a road trip where 
I said goodbye to my best friend. Now I’m making a 
movie inspired by her.”
   But don’t feel too sad for Channing, because he 
adopted another dog in the middle of filming Dog 
and welcomed “Rook” – or “Rooklin” – into the 
Tatum family. 

RYAN GOSLING

 They might be handsome, famous actors, 
but their hearts belong to their canine children.

There’s no stronger bond than that of a human and their dog, 
and these celebrities are no different.
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Ryan Gosling is best known for his roles in movies 
like LA LA Land as well as his love for dogs. Ryan 
and his wife, Eva Mendes, help many shelters and 
strongly promote adoption. In fact, the latest 
addition to the family is a Doberman named Lucho 
from the Friends for Life Rescue Network.
   In addition to Lucho, the private couple 
previously owned Mendes’ Belgian Malinois, 
Hugo, who died in 2014, and Gosling’s loyal canine, 
George, who died in December 2016 at the age of 17.
   Gosling reflected on his time with George during 
an interview on The Ellen DeGeneres Show when 
he said, “He was a good friend to me and travelled 
everywhere with me, even joining me on the set of 
nearly every film I’ve made.” As he started to age, 
he looked “like an ageing rockstar,” Gosling joked. 
“He was sort of skinny-fat, had big hair and no 
teeth, open sores — but still sexy.”
   “It’s funny to say ‘dog’ because I feel like there 
was something about George where he felt like be-
ing a dog was beneath him,” Gosling quipped. “He 
would not do tricks. If you wanted him to even sit 
down, you had to kind of convince him it was in his 
best interest.”

DWAYNE “THE ROCK” JOHNSON
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The Rock is one devoted dog dad, and he’s obsessed 
with his precious pup, Hobbs, named after his Fast 
& Furious character, Luke Hobbs. 
   Dwayne adopted the French Bulldog and his 
brother Brutus in 2015. Unfortunately, Brutus tragi-
cally passed away shortly after. In a heartfelt Insta-
gram post, the actor revealed that he and his wife, 
Lauren, “had to make the painful decision to end 
Brutus’ suffering by taking him off of life support 
and sending his soul to pup heaven”. He explained 
that “he ate a mushroom while playing outside 
with his brother Hobbs” and that the “mushroom 
happened to have a lethal toxicity and within hours 
it was rapidly destroying his liver and immune 
system to the point of no return”. He then implored 
his followers to “be mindful of mushrooms in their 
yards”. Thankfully, Hobbs survived the horrific 
incident. 
   When Hobbs isn’t at the gym with his dad, you 
can catch him acting with The Rock. The two starred 
in Hobbs and Shaw together back in 2019. He said: 
“I talked to Hobbs, I said, ‘You want to be in the 
movie?’ He was like, ‘Yeah, I’ll be in the movie — 
but just make sure you give me a lot of buffalo’,” the 
actor jokes. “He loves buffalo. That’s why he’s got 
all these muscles. He’s a spoiled movie star.”
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The TEARS Mobile Clinic was going through 
Vrygrond on one of their days assisting with 
veterinary care to households when a lady 

pointed out to Mandy Store, our Operations 
Manager, a group of kids kicking a tiny puppy. 
Mandy immediately went over to intervene and 
found a very small puppy that we named “Suki”. 
She was covered in Demodectic and Sarcoptic 
Mange with secondary infection, and she was  
severely malnourished. We knew Suki had a long 
road to recovery. 

Now, Demodectic Mange is not contagious, but 
Sarcoptic Mange is very contagious, and this meant 
Suki would need very special care. 

We all started to chip in and take care of Suki in the 
office while we worked. We started her on a healthy 
diet, which she gratefully ate, and she was bathed in 

a special treatment for 
her skin that provided 
some much-needed relief. 
She was also medicated 
for Ehrlichia, a type of 
tick-borne disease. 
Luckily, at this stage she 
tested negative for Parvo 
and Distemper, which 
was a big relief; however, 
Suki’s immune system 
was so down that we had 
to be very careful not to 
compromise her health. 

Her healthy diet would give her the best nutrition 
she now needed to boost her immune system so she 
could heal, as well as the nutrients and minerals to 
help her grow. Suki was taken to her foster home 
with a staff member who took extra special care of 
her and gave her the love that she so richly deserved 
and might never have received from anyone, 
despite her still wagging her tail when we spoke to 
her – priceless.

OUR SWEET GIRL 
Despite what Suki had been through, she was the 
sweetest girl ever. She had a bouncy little walk and she 
never seemed to be sad or despondent. Her little spirit 
hadn’t been broken, and despite all her health com-
plications and cruelty shown towards her, she healed 
faster than we expected. Suki then went to Vienna’s 
Village, where she got to mingle with the other dogs, 
and that’s where Suki found her forever home.

She touched all of our hearts and we’re so very 
proud of how far she’s come. We’ve all been 
waiting so patiently to see her “true colours”, and 
we couldn’t be happier with her progress.

This is what we do; this is what we fight for – a 
second chance to the voiceless and the suffering.

Go well, Sweet Suki. May your growth and 
forgiveness forever keep us inspired. 

The Story of Suki
 This is what we fight for – a second chance to the voiceless and the suffering

TRUE TAIL

By Wendy Scheepers
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FOREVER HOME

 “I truly didn’t rescue Stevie the blind dog… he rescued me.”

 Stevie the Wonder Dog
By Salome Bruyns
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S          tevie was about seven 
weeks old when his owners 
from Tembalethu, a Town-

ship in George in the Western 
Cape, phoned the SPCA to fetch 
him because he was blind. He 
came in on a Friday afternoon in 
November 2019 , just before 
closing time. Stevie was born 
with a condition called Micro-
phthalmia, which is a relatively 
uncommon congenital eye 
disease in dogs characterised by 
a unilateral or bilateral shrunken 
eye or, in some cases like Stevie’s, 
the eyes are entirely absent. I took 
Stevie home for the weekend and 
by the Tuesday he’d adopted me! 
 
I was hesitant at first, because I 
realised how great the respon-
sibility is to care for a blind 
dog, and I had no experience in 
training them. I wasn’t sure if I’d 
get him house-trained and how 
I’d teach him when it’s day and 
when it’s night, and this was 
my biggest challenge. However, 
with the help of my husband and 

son, Stevie learned surprisingly 
quickly. 

From the start, he was a normal 
puppy, who despite not being 
able to see, did everything that a 
normal puppy would do. He dug 
holes and chewed everything he 
could get his teeth on, just like a 
normal puppy. He’s so normal 
that I sometimes have to remind 
myself that he is blind when 
switching the lights on for him 
at night. He knows the house 
and knows where everything is, 
especially the kitchen, since he 
loves food. 

MY WONDER DOG
I started a Facebook page for him 
called “Stevie my Wonder Dog” 
on which we share dogs that are 
available for adoption on pages 
all over FB. I want to encourage 
people to visit their local animal 
shelter and to adopt a dog and 
not to just walk past those with a 
disability. 

Stevie changed my life complete-
ly – he was the best decision that 
I’ve ever made. He’s a ray of 
sunshine after every cloudy day, 
and he’s truly my shadow as he 
goes everywhere I do. Even when 
I bath, he’s there, right beside me. 
I truly cannot put it into words – 
the bond we have between us is 
irreplaceable. He lives a happy, 
normal life with four other four-
legged brothers and sisters. 

LIVING HIS BEST LIFE
We had to make some alterations 
at home, like fencing off the 
swimming pool, but other than 
that, Stevie fits in perfectly with 
our family. My son loves to play 
hide-and-seek with him, and 
it takes Stevie seconds to find 
Duncan. Both his sense of smell 
and hearing are extremely good. 
He loves to go for walks, which 
he does happily on a harness and 
lead, just like a normal dog.

My dream is to travel with him 
and promote adoption, especially 
adopting animals with disabilities. 
I want to visit shelters and do 
motivational speeches to 
encourage people to adopt 
rather than shop. 

My best advice to people with 
blind dogs is to first make sure 
your home is safe for your dog and 
then treat them like a normal dog.

I truly didn’t rescue Stevie, he 
rescued me – especially with the 
heartaches I have to cope with as 
an SPCA inspector that involves 
having to deal with animal 
cruelty on a daily basis. He’s my 
daily dose of anti-depressant.
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ADVICE
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While your furry family member may be 
healthy and happy today, it’s impossible 
to predict what accidents, emergencies or 

illnesses may occur in the future. People have 
medical aid or medical insurance to cover any  
unforeseen medical bills, and now pets do too, 
thanks to innovations in pet insurance. 

While seen as a fad or trend by some, with more 
and more options and insurers offering this service, 
it’s safe to say many pet lovers are seeing the 
benefits. Ultimately, pet insurance is a policy of 
cover that a pet “parent” acquires that will help 
cover the costs of veterinary bills, surgical 
procedures, and tests that they might not have 
otherwise would have been able to afford.  

A SOURCE OF COMFORT
“Pet insurance minimises the financial responsibility 
towards seeking that veterinary care and can be 
a significant source of comfort to any pet owner 
during a stressful time. Pet owners who invest in 
pet insurance can make sure that their pets have 
access to the best care possible in the event of an 
illness or accident and prevent tragic situations of 
having to base such an important treatment 
decision, on the level of care they can afford at the 
time,” says Dr Candice De Jong, veterinarian at 
Bryanston Veterinary Hospital. 

There are many providers within South Africa who 
provide pet insurance, offering a number of benefits 
that will appeal to users, including lower premiums, 

Taking care of the veterinary bills so you 
can take care of your pet

ease of usage via an app, as well as a no-claim 
bonus pay-out, for example. However, when 
deciding between service providers, there are a 
number of things to look out for.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR
Any new dog owner should conduct thorough 
research on the unique and common health 
concerns of the dog they’re taking ownership of. 
Unfortunately, there are no 100% guarantees 
regarding the health of your dog throughout its 
life; however, it’s important to be knowledgeable in 
what to expect. You can then find a pet insurance 
plan that will provide the best possible coverage for 
your specific pet’s potential needs.

Be sure to commit to a pet insurance plan as early 
as possible when you take ownership of your new 
dog, because often pet insurance companies exclude 
full or partial coverage for any claims related to 
pre-existing conditions at the time of taking out a 
premium, or that may develop during a “no-claim 
waiting period”.

Investigate their policies on hereditary/pre-existing 
conditions. Some pet insurance service providers 
may not cover pre-existing, hereditary or congenital 
conditions. Pet insurance plans may be limited to 
ones only covering accidents, or fully comprehensive 
ones covering accidents, illnesses and every other 
medical eventuality.

Some pet insurance companies offer premiums 
that include veterinary care cover for routine 
procedures such as dental care, annual wellness 
visits, prescription foods, rehabilitation therapy, 
and compensation in the event that your pet 
becomes deceased.

PET INSURANCE TIPS
If your pet is hospitalised for any medical or 
surgical condition, it’s advisable to contact your 
insurance provider to inform them and confirm 
exactly what they will or will not be providing cover 
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 Pet insurance can be a significant 
source of comfort to any dog owner 

during a stressful time

for so that you’re prepared for the 
costs you may personally incur.

A common mistake people make 
when working with their pet 
insurance companies is assuming 
it works the same as for human 
medical health companies. In 
actual fact, submitting claims 
with pet insurance companies 
is a slightly different process. 
Veterinary hospitals don’t submit 
claims on your pet’s behalf, nor 
are they involved in the financial 
aspect of claims. As a pet owner, 
it’s your responsibility to fulfil 
payment with your veterinary 
care provider, after which you’ll 

need to submit your pet’s claim 
to your pet insurance provider 
directly – who in turn will 
compensate you for the cost of 
the veterinary care as per the plan 
you’re a part of.

The authorisations for appoint-
ments and treatments depends on 
the pet insurance company with 
which you’re working. General-
ly, appointments don’t require 
a pre-authorisation, but it’s 
strongly advisable to familiarise 
yourself with your plan’s specific 
terms and conditions.

“Trying to establish whether you 

have the savings or money avail-
able when your pet needs care can 
be heartbreaking for all parties, 
especially when your pet needs 
emergency care or afterhours 
support. The reality is that hospital 
care, medicines, scans and reha-
bilitation for pets can be as pricey 
as medical treatments are for us. 
This is an important consideration 
when a pet joins your family. 
Whichever service provider you 
opt for, pet insurance can provide 
you with the peace of mind that 
whatever happens, your beloved 
cat or dog will receive the best 
care, at a cost you can afford,” 
concludes Dr De Jong. 
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ASK THE VET

 SPREADING THE TRUTH 
ABOUT RABIES 

34 | OCTOBER 2021 | CANINE ZONE 

In April 2021, the World Health Organisation’s 
rabies bulletin reported two fatal cases of rabies 
in South Africa. In September, another victim 
died of rabies, reported by the Nelson Mandela 

Bay Municipality. Tragically, these three cases were 
young boys, two, seven and nine years old, who’d 
been bitten by dogs infected with rabies virus.

Every nine to ten minutes somebody dies of rabies 
worldwide. Between 24,000 and 70,000 human 
deaths are recorded in Africa alone. In 2020, a total 
of seven cases of rabies were confirmed by 
laboratories in South Africa, and each year we see 
new cases, often affecting children. Children are 
particularly at risk due to their close contact with 
dogs and are more likely to suffer multiple bites, 
which impose a higher risk of contracting rabies.

“The heartbreak with rabies is that it’s fatal for 
humans and animals once symptoms appear, and 
yet it’s completely preventable with a vaccine,” says 
Tarryn Dent, Business Unit Manager for Companion 
Animals at Zoetis South Africa, a global animal 

health company.

Dent is a passionate advocate for the prevention of 
rabies through vaccinations. “If anyone suspects 
that their pet has been exposed to rabies, bitten by a 
stray aggressive dog and they have no rabies 
vaccination history, a vet can euthanise on the spot 
and test brain samples to confirm for rabies later. 
It’s an extremely serious, reportable disease and 
veterinarians won’t take a chance,” says Dent.

UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF RABIES
Rabies is a serious viral illness that can affect any 
warm-blooded animal, and it is also a zoonotic 
disease (which means that people can become 
infected by an infected animal). In South Africa, 
rabies is an endemic disease, which means many 
species of animals are carriers, from honey badgers, 
meerkats and mongooses to both feral and domestic 
cats and dogs. With so many roaming animals in 
urban centres, the risk is even higher.

The rabies virus is present in high concentrations 
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 Science has shown that rabies can be prevented through 
vaccination of dogs by a responsible and loving pet owner
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in the saliva of affected animals. The virus is trans-
mitted in saliva from close contact with an infected 
animal. Bites, scratches or even licks on broken skin 
and mucous membranes can transmit the virus.

Once an animal or human is bitten by a rabid 
animal, it replicates in the muscle before travelling 
up the nerves to the spine and brain, causing 
inflammation of the brain (encephalitis). The 
incubation period is quite variable, but the average 
time is three to six weeks. Early symptoms in pets 
include a fever, licking or chewing at the site of a 
bite, dilated pupils, changes in behaviour, anxiety, 
and seeking solitude. The second stage includes 
avoiding light, snapping at imaginary things, lack 
of co-ordination and restlessness. The final stage, 
which usually lasts two to four days, is known as 
the “furious” stage, in which infected animals are 
unable to swallow, will drool, have a “dropped” 
jaw and their voice changes. Dramatic behavioural 
alterations, such as wild animals losing their fear of 
humans, may be an indication of infection.

In humans, the early symptoms of rabies are 
non-specific and may include fever, headache, 
nausea, vomiting, agitation, anxiety, and confusion, 
followed by rapid progression of nervous signs, 
sleepiness or agitation. 

“The challenge is that the list of symptoms is a long 
one, but by the time they appear, treatment is no 
longer possible. By that stage, rabies is fatal to both 
humans and animals, and animals need to be 
quarantined and euthanised,” says Dent.

FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE
“Our first line of defence should therefore be 
vaccination. We cannot control wild animals or feral 
domesticated animals, but we can protect our pets – 
and we can protect ourselves and our children if our 
pets are protected,” says Dent.

Rabies vaccination of domestic dogs and cats is 
mandatory by law in South Africa, but the onus is 
on pet owners to ensure that their pets are 

vaccinated on schedule. “Pets that contract rabies 
are usually bitten by a wild animal that has come 
into a yard, so simply keeping pets in urban gardens 
isn’t enough to prevent infection,” she continues.
“However, we can achieve zero rabies deaths 
through vaccinations, bite prevention education 
and awareness of rabies,” says Dent. “Tragically, 
most human deaths are the result of untreated bites. 
Timely treatment, including wound cleaning, 
vaccines and occasionally rabies immunoglobulin, 
are required for people exposed to rabies. 
Unfortunately, even though the best post-exposure 
treatment systems are available, many people don’t 
seek treatment, either because they’re not aware of 
what’s available, or because they’re too far away 
from support. The administration of rabies post-
exposure prophylaxis is urgent and must be done as 
soon as possible after a bite, lick or scratch.”

#WORLDRABIESDAY
This year’s 15th annual #WorldRabiesDay was on 
the 28th of September, and it focussed on eradicating 
the many fears and myths surrounding this 
disease and replacing them with concrete facts. 
Only through spreading the truth and helping each 
other to understand the reality of the issue can we 
overcome it. Besides urging people in all 
communities to vaccinate their pets, the South 
African Veterinary Association (SAVA) is joined by 
the South African Veterinary Council (SAVC), the 
Department of Agriculture, Land Reform, Rural 
Development (DALRRD), the National Department 
of Health (DoH), the National Institute for 
Communicable Diseases (NICD), the National 
Animal Health Forum (NAHF) and the Rabies 
Advisory Group (RAG) to replace fear with facts.

Just as we’ve seen with the current COVID-19 
pandemic, there’s been a lot of misinformation, 
“fake news” and superstitions surrounding the 
vaccination and ways of dealing with the virus. The 
same can be said of many other diseases and viruses 
such as rabies. It was once said that “almost all fear 
is fear of the unknown. Therefore, what’s the remedy? 
To learn to understand the things you fear”. So, fear 
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creates false and very often dangerous ideas which 
can only be cured by learning and sharing proven 
and scientific facts.

Let’s look at some of the most common and 
misleading beliefs or myths which surround this 
countrywide danger which are based on fear, as 
opposed to the truths which are proven by many 
years of scientific studies. Many people believe and 
have spread the misconception that rabies isn’t 
preventable, like it’s in the animal from birth or “for 
life” – this is not true. 

JUST THE FACTS!
Science has shown that it can be prevented through 
vaccination of animals by any responsible and 
loving pet owner and that if just 70% of dogs in 
high-risk areas are vaccinated, this can completely 
eliminate canine rabies in that area.

Another false belief is that rabies cannot be 
prevented in humans once bitten, that there’s no 
medical treatment. This is not true. This also leads 
some people to trust in traditional medicines 
rather than scientifically tested and proven 
solutions. There certainly is treatment for rabies in 
humans, provided it’s given correctly and 
immediately (or as soon as possible) after being 
transmitted. The post-exposure prophylaxis 
treatment is 100% effective if it’s given early enough 
and correctly. If you’re bitten or scratched by a 
suspected rabid animal, you should wash the 
wound well with soap and running water for 15 
minutes. Then seek immediate treatment at your 
nearest medical facility, where a series of 
vaccinations will be given and, if required, rabies 
antibodies will be administered.

People also have the incorrect idea that rabies is 
only ever transmitted by dog bites. This too is 
untrue. Though in our communities it’s most 
commonly passed on by infected dogs, it can be 
transferred to a human from the bite, scratch or lick 
of any infected mammal, the second most common 
being cats. 

Animals in general are not a risk, but we can 
identify the tell-tale signs in a rabies-infected 
animal. It’s very important to stay away from 
animals with these symptoms, and to report the 
animal immediately to your vet, Animal Health 
Technician or to the police.

To protect your animals, family, and community 
you must vaccinate your dogs and cats. The first 
rabies vaccine is given at 12 weeks (3 months) of 
age, followed by a booster vaccination between 
one to 12 months later. Thereafter, a booster every 
three years. In high-risk areas, annual vaccination 
is strongly recommended. However, it’s never too 
late for your pet to receive their first vaccination, 
followed by the booster protocol.

South Africa is committed to the global “Zero by 30” 
goal – for zero human deaths due to dog mediated 
rabies by 2030. This can be achieved through 
adequate vaccination of dog (and cat) populations, 
as well as provision of treatment to humans that 
have been exposed to rabid animals.

**The World Rabies Day South African campaign is 
proudly brought to you by the South African Veterinary 
Association (SAVA) and V-Tech.

ASK THE VET
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BEFORE

An underactive thyroid 
is one of the most 
common endocrine 
diseases to affect dogs, 

and it usually affects large-breed 
middle-aged dogs. Some of the 
breeds at increased risk of de-
veloping the condition include 
the Golden Retriever, Doberman 
Pinscher, Irish Setter, Miniature 
Schnauzer, Dachshund, Cocker 
Spaniel, Beagle and Airedale 
Terrier. I’ve also often seen this 
condition in Ridgebacks and 
Labradors.

In the majority of cases, it’s caused 
by immune mediated destruction 
of the thyroid gland. This gland 
produces thyroid hormones that 
affect many body systems.

Signs may vary from subtle to 
obvious, and from mild to severe. 
Usually, the condition develops 
slowly, but occasionally symp-
toms can appear suddenly.
The most common complaints we 
as vets see are dogs putting on 
weight (without being greedy or 
being overfed), becoming lethar-
gic, and having skin issues. 

The nervous system, gastrointes-
tinal, heart and any other body 
system may be affected by lack 
of thyroid hormone, which is 
required for normal function of 
all organs. One of the signs is 
subjective and is a sad look on 
the dog’s face (the so-called tragic 
expression). 

Unfortunately, the lack of thy-
roid hormone may lead to death 
if diagnosis and treatment are 
delayed for a long period.

LIST OF SOME OF THE SYMP-
TOMS OF HYPOTHYROIDISM
Nervous System – Depression; 
also, behavioural changes like 
aggression, head tilting, anxiety, 
compulsiveness, seizures.
Energy and weight – Lack of 
energy, frequent napping, exer-
cise intolerance, lack of interest 
in physical activity and play. 
Weight gain without an increase 
in appetite. Low tolerance for the 
cold.
Skin – Skin changes: dryness, hair 
loss, discolouration, dandruff or 

By Dr Larry Kraitzick, Bruma Lake Veterinary Clinic

ASK THE VET Brought to you by

 Hypothyroidism – an often-undiagnosed condition
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With early diagnosIs and proper treatment, 
dogs with the condition can live a normal life

thickening, bacterial infections.
Immunity – Chronic infections.
Heart (less common) – Slow 
heart rate.

DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT
Hypothyroidism is diagnosed 
with blood tests to rule out 
other conditions and to measure 
thyroid hormone. If thyroid 
hormone is low, TSH levels are 
measured to test if it’s definitely 
Hypothyroidism.

Treatment is with Thyroid 
hormone (lifelong), and once 
started, your dog’s thyroid 
levels are measured 
every eight weeks until 
adequate levels are 
reached. Thereafter, 
blood thyroid levels 
should be measured 
every six months. Any 
secondary conditions 
such as skin infections 
must be treated. This 

condition responds very well to 
treatment, and your fur child can 
live a long and healthy life.

By  Dr Larry Kraitzick
BVSc MRCVS

Facebook: @drlarrykrait



ADVERTORIAL

By Anysha Letashé Roberts (Marketing Director – PETPORT)

PETport’s Great Migration to the UK – 
ROUND 2
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PETport is back at it again, 
six months after our first 
successful semi-charters 

reunited over 80 fur babies with 
families in the UK. We’re going 
for round 2 in October!

We’ve been with our clients 
through every pitstop and road-
block. #DidYouKnow the world, 
and particularly the aviation 
industry, is still in a pandemic 
state! Even though the world is 
slowly returning to our “new 
normal”, believe it or not, we’re 
still experiencing problems with 
limited airline carriers, flight 
availability, cancellations of 
flights with sometimes little to no 

notice, government restrictions, 
social distance requirements at 
arrival and departure stations, 
embargoes to certain countries, 
and low passenger volumes. In 
short, working in the aviation 
industry at this time requires 
nerves of steel and a whole lot of 
positive energy and vibes that our 
precious cargo is finally going to 
Mom and Dad!  

When our clients speak, WE 
LISTEN! Fur kids need to get 
home to their families; many 
have been waiting a long time 
to finally go home, all the while 
waiting patiently for their turn 
and for a flight slot to be 

allocated to Fido and Fifi. PETport 
is happy to launch our next PET-
port Semi-Charters, and we’ve 
planned a set to the UK again to 
help get fur kids home.

WHY DO WE NEED THESE 
SEMI-CHARTERS?
Arrival slots into the UK with air 
carriers are hugely problematic 
due to the incredible increased 
demand into Heathrow over this 
period. Many flights can’t take 
live animals, as airlines have had 
to cut so many routes and change 
aircraft to simply keep some 
of them in the sky whilst they 
struggle with import, export and 
transit government restrictions in 
response to the ongoing pandemic.  

WHAT IS HARC?
HARC is Heathrow Animal 
Reception Centre, and currently 
they have limited the number 
of entries per day. This, in turn, 
has resulted in airlines not being 
able to provide dates for travel 
and not having availability in the 
month of travel that clients desire. 
Remember, Heathrow doesn’t 
just serve South Africa, they’re 
handling dogs, cats, reptiles, eggs 
– basically ALL animal-related 
shipments – from across the globe 
landing into London.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF 
THESE SEMI-CHARTERS?
Guaranteed flight and arrival 
into Heathrow. There is, however, 
a high demand for these 
guaranteed flights, and they’re 
over 70% full already.
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About PETport
PETport is a registered pet travel and relocation 

specialist service, affiliated with major international 
animal governing body, IPATA (International Pet 
Animal Transport Association) and ATA (Animal 

Transportation Association). With international train-
ing and hands-on experience passed down from one 
generation to the next, PETport is the best choice to 
transport fur babies, fluff babies and feather babies. 

For more information, email info@petport.co.za or call
 0867 227 678.

Brought to you by
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WHAT DO I DO NOW?
Should you be looking to travel to the UK, we have 
three semi-charters leaving in October. If your fur 
babies are ready to travel or will be ready by the 
end of September/early October, fill in our online 
quote generator specifically for UK Semi-Charters 
in October, and our team will issue you a costing in 
24-48 hours!

Visit https://www.petport.co.za/uk-charter-october-
quote-form/. As always, we’re happy to answer any 
questions, comments or concerns on our WhatsApp 
Line: 063 971 6547.



BREEDOLOGY

The PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI (-ology)
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Brought to you by

 Happy-go-lucky, clever and playful little dogs
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Perhaps best known as the 
Queen’s favourite dog 
breed, the gorgeous  

Pembroke Welsh Corgi is a  
wonderful dog that makes a  
fantastic family member. 

Corgis are friendly, outgoing and 
intelligent dogs, and although 
personalities can vary, in general 
they’re known for being happy, 
smart, fun-loving, loyal, stubborn, 
and playful. Their intelligence 
makes them easy to train and a 
suitable choice for first-time 
owners, and their small size 
means that Corgis will be happy 
with a large or smaller property, 
as long as there’s an area for 
them to exercise.

HISTORY
These enchanting dogs’ back-

ground is steeped in folklore. 
According to Welsh legend, the 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi sprang 
from the lairs of fairies and elves! 
For those who don’t believe in 
fairy tales, there are historians 
who say that the Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi is descended from 
Vallhunds, Swedish cattle dogs 
that were brought to Wales by 
the Vikings in the 9th and 10th 
centuries. Others believe they 
may have been descended from 
dogs that were brought to Wales 
by Flemish weavers in the 12th 
century.

ALL THE QUEEN’S CORGIS
Corgis are perhaps famous for 
being the Queen’s favourite 
breed, and according to previous 
research, it’s thought the Queen 
has had over 30 Corgis 

throughout her 63-year reign. The 
Queen first fell in love with the 
breed in 1933 when her father, 
King George VI, gifted a Corgi to 
Elizabeth and Margaret. They’ve 
been in the royal family ever 
since, becoming well-known little 
royal-approved pups.

LIVING WITH A CORGI
While the Corgi is a low-
maintenance dog, it’s important to 
remember that although they’re 
small in size, they’re full of ener-
gy and need companionship and 
exercise. Corgis are definitely 
not “leave outside permanently” 
dogs and definitely need to sleep 
inside. The Corgi is a bright, sen-
sitive dog who enjoys play with 
his human family and responds 
well to training. As herders bred 
to move cattle, they’re fearless 
and independent. Many Corgis 
enjoy and excel at canine activities 
such as agility, herding, obedience, 
and tracking events.

The Corgi is typically a healthy 
breed, and responsible breeders 
screen their stock for health 
conditions such as elbow and hip 
dysplasia, eye disorders, cardiac 
issues, degenerative myelopathy, 
and von Willebrand’s disease, 
a bleeding disorder. As with all 
breeds, a Pembroke’s ears should 
be checked weekly for signs of 
infection, and the teeth should 
be brushed regularly. This breed 
sheds a fair amount on a daily 
basis, and even more so in the 
late spring/early summer, so a 
daily brush is important.  
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RESCUE STARS

 Focus on TEARS Animal Rescue
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TEARS Animal Rescue, a pro-
life NGO based in Sunnydale in 
Cape Town, rescues and treats 
approximately 1,050 animals 
every month. Over 400 of those 
cases involve deliberate acts of 
cruelty and/or long-term abuse  
in the form of short chains,  
malnutrition, preventable  
disease, and over-exposure,   
and includes dog fighting and 
incidences of bestiality.

To give an example of what we 
do, The TEARS Mobile Clinic was 
recently called to the rescue of 
an Ocean View pet owner after 
she allegedly caught her moth-
er’s 66-year-old boyfriend raping 
her pet dog, Jemma, on his bed. 

TEARS, together with the SPCA’s 
Animal Inspector, immediately 
confiscated the three-year-old 
dog from the property, taking 
it back to the TEARS Veterinary 
Clinic where the TEARS Veteri-
narian on duty was able to con-
duct an examination and collect 
vital DNA evidence (a special 
rape kit is used for this purpose) 
for the case. The suspect has since 
been arrested and faces a charge 
of bestiality in the Simonstown 
Magistrates Court.

PROMOTING COMPASSION, 
EMPATHY AND RESPECT FOR 
ALL LIFE
While TEARS Animal Welfare 
Assistants educate pet owners in 

low-income communities to 
better care for their animals, 
TEARS has launched a pilot 
Compassion Education and Pet 
Care Training Programme in 
the impoverished settlement 
of Vrygrond, with youth aged 
between eight to 18 years old, 
in order to proactively promote 
positive attitudes such as 
compassion, empathy and respect 
for all life.

Says TEARS Operations Manager 
Mandy Store, “There’s no 
denying that issues of animal 
abuse and deliberate acts of 
violence are on the increase. The 
impact of COVID-19 on low-
income communities seems to 
have exacerbated the levels of 
violence, criminality and abuse 
that were prevalent before the 
pandemic. Animal abuse in all 
its forms cannot be viewed in 
isolation from violence against 
women and children. In addition, 
young children who are exposed
to a culture of violence over a 
period of time can create a 
dangerous disassociation from 
the pain and suffering that 
victims experience, which in turn 
can make them more accepting of 
physical violence and less able to 
empathise. This has the potential to 
create long-term harm as the cycle 
of abuse is perpetuated by victims, 
who themselves become abusers.”

The number of animal abuse cases 
involving minors is on the increase 
too, with TEARS receiving reports 
and seeing evidence of animals 
having been abused and 

By the TEARS Animal Rescue team



Rescuing and treating approximately
 1,050 animals every month 
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sometimes killed by children. 
Many of these are cats, which are 
injured or killed due to stoning 
or pellet gun injuries. The TEARS 
Veterinary Clinic was recently 
forced to remove both eyes of a 
female cat, Pandora, who’d been 
found in Retreat after being shot 
at close range with a pellet gun. 
While Pandora was fortunate to 
survive and has since been adopted 
by her rescuers, the perpetrators 
have never been caught.            
                   
COMPASSION EDUCATION
Says TEARS Head of Fundraising, 
Lara Van Rensburg, “Animal 
abuse and neglect is something 
that can only be countered 
through compassion education, 
pet care training and youth 
enrichment at a grass roots level. 
While the TEARS Mobile Clinic 
has been providing on-site 
education in the course of 
executing its rescue and 
treatment service in the four 
welfare communities we serve, 
we hope to secure more funding 
and to forge strategic partner-
ships with corporate sponsors 
to help TEARS roll out a sus-
tained Community Education 
and Training Programme that 
encourages kids to become 
‘ambassadors’ for animals and to 
start considering careers in the 
animal welfare sector, which will 
provide an alternative to gangs, 
drugs and violence.”

THE TEARS STORY
TEARS Animal Rescue’s mission 
is to rescue, rehabilitate and 

rehome domestic animals, as well 
as provide veterinary services to 
local communities. As a pro-life, 
registered, non-profit organisation, 
we rely on the support of caring 
individuals and corporates to as-
sist us in fulfilling our mission to 
bring relief to animals in distress, 
whether through intervention, 
education, medical assistance or 
rehoming.

The seeds that would eventually 
grow into TEARS Animal Rescue 
were planted when three women 
– Emma Geary-Cooke, Joan Bown 
and Marilyn Hoole – visited 
Masiphumelele with a bucket of 
tick dip and a packet of deworming 
tablets. It was the desperate state 
of the dogs and cats they found 
in this impoverished area that 
motivated the women to begin to 
dream of starting an organisation 
that would alleviate the suffering 
of the animals they were trying 
to help, but on a much larger and 
more effective scale.

Tragically, Emma was killed in 
a car accident. Devastated but 
undaunted, Joan and Marilyn 
were determined to carry 
Emma’s dream forward. In 
January 1999, The Emma Animal 
Rescue Society (TEARS) was 
established in her memory.

At this time the plight of domestic 
animals in Masiphumelele had 
reached a crisis point. Mange was 
rife and many animals were 
skeletal – their guardians living 
in abject poverty, sometimes 
unable to feed themselves. 

Deworming, vaccinations and 
sterilisation were unheard of. 
Female dogs suffered from 
malnutrition and were unable to 
feed their puppies; many died.

TEARS had started a clinic in 
Masiphumelele by March 1999, 
treating animals for fleas, mange 
and tick infestation. Food 
parcels were handed out. 
Animals needing veterinary 
attention and sterilisation were 
identified and arrangements 
made to have them treated by 
local vets.

Founder Marilyn says, “We 
began to accumulate unwanted 
and stray animals and desper-
ately needed facilities in which 
to house them. We began to rent 
kennels in Ottery for our rescued 
dogs. Cats, kittens and puppies 
were housed at the home of a 
TEARS committee member in 
Muizenberg, which also served as 
TEARS Headquarters.”

TEARS was later able to move 
to rented premises in Sunnydale 
and has grown into an established 
and sustainable non-profit or-
ganisation with a complement of 
over 50 staff caring for around 
300 dogs and cats on site at any 
given time. Wenga Farm, bought 
by the organisation in 2007, 
houses the TEARS Cattery, its 
boarding facility, the Feral Cat 
Project and a small clinic.

For more information, visit our 
website on www.tears.org.za or 
email: lara@tears.org.za or 
mandy@tears.org.za







To have your products featured here, 
email us on editorial@caninezonesa.co.zaRuff Stuff

BOOST YOUR PETS’ IMMUNITY WITH 
ECO-VET COLOSTRUM

TOOTHY TIME
OUR PERFECT COMPANIONS NEVER HAVE 
FEWER THAN FOUR FEET!

Rewards for much-loved canines and their owners!

COMPLETE PET – PET NUTRITION BY 
PET PEOPLE
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Adora-Bull Terrier Rescue and Rehabilitation’s mission is to 
rescue Bull Terriers from neglectful circumstances, taking 
in strays in need of safe harbour, providing the necessary 
veterinary care and rehoming them to suitable, experienced 
homes. The organisation is responsible for 50 to 70 Bull 
Terriers at any given time, and this all comes at an extra cost to 
the rescue. There are many ways that you can assist, and 
a great way is to purchase one of their beautiful 2022 
calendars dedicated to “Your Companion”. The calendars 
cost R195-00, 
delivery Included. 
Visit their website 
to place your 
order or see how 
you can help on 
www.adorabullter-
rier.com

Did you know that colostrum is known as the first food of life? 
Colostrum is the antibody-rich pre-milk produced from the 
mother’s mammary glands during the first day or two after birth. 
It contains several antibodies and nutrients such as growth 
factors, immunoglobulins, proline-rich polypeptides, lactoferrin 
and glyco-nutrients, which young animals can absorb following 
birth. Many pet owners also use colostrum as a nutritional 
supplement for adult dogs to boost vitality and improve the 
immunity and condition of the dog. ECO-VET colostrum has a 
multivitamin approach with many benefits for adult dogs:
•	 Protects, rejuvenates, and stimulates the immune system
•	 Fights chronic infections and allergies
•	 Lines the digestive tract (preventing diarrhoea and bowel 

inflammation)
•	 Heals and seals the intestinal lining
•	 Antiviral, antimicrobial, antifungal 

and antiparasitic properties
•	 Supports wound healing, manages 

pain, and increases recovery rate
•	 Reduces the rate of growth of can-

cer cells and tumours
•	 Reduces the rate of ageing
•	 Fights arthritis and inflammation
•	 Nourishes the skin
•	 With added lysine, ECO-VET colos-

trum also has anti-viral properties
Ask your pet store about the ECO-VET 
range of natural products, or visit their 
website on www.ecovet.co.za

Looking for an easy and stress-free way to keep your dog’s or 
cat’s teeth in great shape? The Vet’s Best Dental Care Finger 
Wipes for Dogs & Cats provide an effective way to clean your 
pet’s teeth and maintain good oral hygiene. Regular use will 
help in reducing plaque build-up and promote fresh breath. 
The wipes are made with 
natural ingredients like Thyme 
Oil and Green Tea Extract, so 
you can use once per day or 
as needed for best results. This 
specially designed wipe allows 
you to be guided by your own 
touch when cleaning your pet’s 
teeth. Distributed in SA by Pet 
Brands, ask your pet store about 
the Vet’s Best range of prod-
ucts. Visit www.petbrands.co.za 
for more information.

Complete Pet Nutrition is a quality and 
affordable dog food with a range of 
products designed to suit your pocket 
and your dog’s requirements by breed 
and age. Complete Maintenance 
offers great value with quality 
ingredients, including essential 
vitamins and minerals. Complete 
Classique+ is perfect for the active 
dog and excellent for joint and bone 
care, and Complete Puppy contains 
essential vitamins and minerals for 
your puppy’s growth requirements.  
Complete Pet’s entire product range 
includes various other dog food 
products, biscuits, wet food and wet 

and dry cat and kitten food. What’s more, Complete Pet offers 
its customers a unique loyalty programme where you can 
receive your twelfth bag free, a monthly newsletter, a stockist 
list and the opportunity to get your products delivered to your 
door via selected pet stores countrywide. Visit their website on 
www.completepets.co.za
WIN! Ten lucky winners will each receive a 25kg Complete 
Maintenance and a 10kg Complete Puppy. To enter, simply 
email marketing@caninezonesa.co.za with COMPLETE PET in 
the subject line. Entries close on the 30th of November, and 
winners will be notified on the 4th of December. 
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HAVE AN UNBOXING SESSION 
WITH YOUR DOG

TIPS & WHISPERS

LIGHT IT UP WITH PAWISEDEWORMING YOUR DOG IS A MUST

NO MORE BAD BREATH!
IT’S SWIMMING TIME!
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Say bye-bye to bad breath with Montego Pet Nutrition’s new 
Bags O’ Wags Denties. These dental treats are flavoursome, 
highly nutritious, and made with only natural colourants. They’re 
also super long-lasting and suitable to keep all dog breeds 
busy for ages. Available in four fun shapes and various size, 
from extra small (XS) for smaller breeds to large treats (XL) for 
big dogs, ensuring there’s something for all dogs to find their 
favourite Dentie. These include the Tip Top Toothbrush, Barktas-
tic Bones, Full O’ Fun Frogs and Roarsome Dinos. The different 
shapes and sizes, as well as intricate dents and grooves found 
on the treat, assist in cleaning your dog’s teeth, prevents tartar 
build-up, and double up as a great toy for fun and play. Find 

Bags O’ Wags Denties at your nearest retailer, 
ranging from a recommend-
ed retail price of R30.00 per 
pack. Visit www.montego.
co.za for more information.

Unboxing is all the rage at the moment, and for those who 
don’t know, unboxing is the unpacking of products, where the 
process is captured on video and uploaded to the internet. 
The item is then also explained in detail and also can 
sometimes be demonstrated. And now you can have unbox-
ing sessions with your fur babies at home with the collectible 
Hidden Surprise dog toys. Which toy will you get? Nobody 
knows! What is certain is that you and your pooch will have fun 
figuring it out! The Outward Hound Surprise Hedgies are round, 
squishy, and they grunt! Dogs love to chomp, cuddle, and toss 
them. Each box has one of four adorable and trendy printed 
Hedgie Pals that have been hibernating inside and waiting 
for you. You could find Sarah Sprinkles, Gary Galaxy, Melanie 
Melon, or Connor Cactus hiding inside. Visit www.mcmac for 
more information.

Outward Hound’s Standley 
Performance Dog Life Jacket is a 
high-performance dog flotation 
device for boating, water sport 
adventures and activities with 
dogs. Designed for experienced 
swimmers in mind yet suitable for 
all levels. Sizes XS-small have one top handle for easy 
retrieval, while sizes medium-XL have a dual top handle 
designed to accommodate larger, heavier breeds. This dog 
life jacket’s open arm design allows for top swimming 
performance and a wide range of motion. Quilted polyester 
ripstop material on the sides adds durability. The mesh 
bellyband allows for water drainage, and a unique sternum 
design helps with weight distribution when lifting. Additionally, 
the D-ring leash attachment can be used for easy restraint. 
Available in various sizes from select vet, pet and online stores 
nationwide. Visit www.mcmac.co.za for more information. 

Worms are nasty parasites that can cause 
chronic gastrointestinal problems. This is why 
it’s important to deworm your dog regularly 
to keep him or her healthy. Did you know 
that puppies that aren’t dewormed may 
get ill and suffer from growth retardation? 
Lionel’s Choice Dewormer is a broad-spec-
trum deworming treatment for eliminating 
intestinal parasites, supporting your precious 
companion’s digestive well-being. The 
Lionel’s Choice Dewormer is an effective 
treatment for multiple worm species and 
is safe for puppies and adult dogs. It’s also 
incredibly easy to administer. Ask your pet 

store about the Lionel’s Choice Dewormer or visit www.lionel-
schoice.com for more information on this holistic brand.

Most dogs love playing frisbee, and with 
the Pawise Flash Frisbee you can look 
forward to hours of fun. It’s important to 
play with and exercise your dog to 
keep him or her healthy and to 
release stress and avoid boredom, 
not to mention preventing obesity. 
Playing with your dog also increases 
your bond, and now you can look 
forward to playing outside with your dog 
on warm summer nights as well! The Pawise Flash Frisbee lights 
up with four bright LED lights, so you and your dog have a 
great time playing at night. Safe and durable, the light is in the 
centre of the frisbee and lights up when you throw it. Pawise 
products are available at pet and online stores countrywide. 
Visit Pet Brands website on www.petbrands.co.za

JUST PURRFECT FOR CATS
We know that cat parents read Canine Zone too, so we 
wanted to give a shout out to Montego Pet Nutrition, who are 
expanding their super-premium Karoo Cat range into wet food 
for adult cats. This limited ingredient, purrfectly balanced meal 
for cats is vet recommended and formulated for optimum 
nutrition and superior flavour. Your feline family deserves only 
the best, and this is why Karoo wet food for cats contains zero 
corn, soya and gluten, is a fantastic source of moisture, and is 
packed with essential amino acids, vitamins and minerals that 
are crucial to the development and maintenance of strong, 
healthy muscles while promoting 
good digestion. Suitable for adult 
cats of all breeds and available in 
two mouth-watering options: Slow 
Cooked Stew with Real Chicken, 
Lamb and Carrots, or Ostrich, 
Lamb and Green Peas. Both 
recipes are complete, deliciously 
satisfying meals your cat will love! 
Visit www.montego.co.za for more 
information.
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MISCHA’S owners didn’t 
want her anymore, so when 
she arrived, she was nervous 
and confused. Her confidence 
is growing by the day, and with 
her gorgeous eyes she gets a lot 
of attention. Mischa is very well 
behaved and enjoys meeting 
other dogs. What she really 
wants is a home with another 
dog to hang out with.

BECCA ended up at TEARS 
because her owners couldn’t 
care for her anymore. She’s 
young, full of beans and loves 
attention. She’d prefer a home 
with older children and a canine 
brother or sister because she 
gets on really well with other 
dogs and enjoys going on 
adventures with her kennel 
buddies.

WILLOW was surrendered by 
her owners and shortly after had 
to have surgery on a back leg to 
repair a broken femur head. She 
needed a lot of rest after that, 
but she’s completely healed 
now. She’s friendly, sweet, loving 
and is respectful of cats too! 
She’s the perfect cuddle buddy.

TODD is a well-behaved, so-
ciable charmer who has loads 
of energy, so long runs, hikes 
in the mountains, and beach 
sessions are the order of the 
day for him. He’s looking for a 
patient, kind, committed spe-
cial family (without cats!) to 
give him the chance he’s been 
waiting for for so long. 

Looking for Love
A nation’s worth of canine cuteness is yours to take in… right now!

DOGTOWN (JOHANNESBURG)

ADORABLE ADOPTABLES

 GRIFFIN is an adorable little 
boy who enjoys spending his 
days getting cuddles and going 
on adventures. Griffin is a 
socialite with people and dogs, 
so he’d suit any family perfectly. 

GRACIE is a sweet little girl 
who’s super loving and loyal. 
She enjoys going on a long stroll 
or relaxing with a treat to chew. 
Could Gracie be the loyal, loving 
companion to complete your 
life?

PHOEBE is loving and 
affectionate and she enjoys 
spending her days going on 
adventures, doing nose work 
and training. Her morning 
greeting consists of super 
zoomies. Could you be her 
Pawfect match? 

TEARS (CAPE TOWN)

CRAWFORD is a loving 
and loyal little girl. She takes 
her time to build a bond, but 
once she has, she’ll be your 
best friend forever. She enjoys 
spending her days playing, going 
on adventures and swimming. 
All she needs now is a family to 
cherish her.
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PAW PRINTS RESCUE AND REHOMING (DURBAN)

SHADOW & WILLOW are 
two gorgeous three-year-old 
Great Dane brothers. Ideally, 
we’d love to keep them together 
as they’re quite bonded. They 
love children but other male 
dogs wouldn’t be suitable. They 
love attention, are active and 
love to play. They definitely 
need a big garden and a family 
who’ll take them for walks.

MAXINE was stressed out 
and insecure when she first 
came to us, but thanks to 
Husky Rescue KZN who took 
Maxine under their wing, she 
has adjusted to family life 
and just being a dog! Maxine 
is just a pup herself – she’s 
full of energy, loves a game 
of catch in the garden, and 
insists on being a lap dog. 

HAZEL is about three years 
old and spent her days 
dodging trucks and cars on 
the freeway, scavenging for 
every meal. She was rescued 
from Marian Hill Toll Plaza and 
she’s blossomed into the most 
amazing little girl. She loves 
to play and enjoys other dogs. 
She will fit wonderfully into 
any family.

COCO is the sweetest twelve-
year-old Chihuahua cross. She 
loves going for walks, playing 
with a tennis ball, relaxing on 
the couch, and spending  time 
with her humans. She is looking 
for a retirement home with a 
mature family where she’ll be 
spoilt and loved. She’d need to 
be an only dog or be homed 
with a small senior doggie.

WHERE TO FIND THEM…

If you would like to find and adopt a rescue dog anywhere in South Africa, please email warbee@mweb.co.za or contact Patti on 082 922 3820 after 14h00 daily. 
Remember that even if one of our Adorable Adoptables is not in your area, most rescue shelters can make arrangements to get the dog to you.

DOGTOWN SA (Gauteng)
PHOEBE, CRAWFORD, GRIFFIN 
& GRACIE
Nestled in the Hennops mountains 
is the most remarkable sanctuary 
for dogs who’ve lost their families 
or have been rescued from dire 
situations. Every day the dedicated 
team at Dogtown provide individ-
ual care to each of these dogs in a 
peaceful, tranquil setting while they 
wait for their forever homes. There’s 
often a misconception that all rescue 
dogs are going to be damaged in 
some way, but that’s simply not true. 
There are plenty of wonderful dogs 
at Dogtown SA who, through no fault 
of their own, have found themselves 
homeless and are just hoping for 
a second chance at a new life in a 
loving home. For more information, 
visit www.dogtownsa.org. Please 
contact adopt@dogtownsa.org for 
more information or to adopt one of 
our dogs. 

TEARS ANIMAL RESCUE
 (Cape Town)
MISCHA, BECCA, WILLOW & 
TODD
TEARS Animal Rescue is one of the 
country’s leading animal welfare 
organisations. Our mission is to provide 
a sanctuary for companion animals in 
need, striving to end homelessness, 
neglect and abuse in the communities 
we serve through medical assistance, 
humane education, rescue, 
rehabilitation and rehoming. We 
believe we can do this by fostering a 
partnership approach through 
individual and corporate giving and 
by working together with community 
and animal welfare groups to create a 
better world with compassion and un-
derstanding towards animals. Together 
we CAN make a difference. Visit our 
website on www.tears.org.za or call 021 
785 4482 or email tears@tears.org.za 
You can visit us at 4 Lekkerwater Road, 
Sunnydale in Cape Town.

PAW PRINTS RESCUE & 
REHOMING (Durban) 
HAZEL, SHADOW, WILLOW, 
COCO & MAXINE

Brought to you by

I’ve been actively involved in the 
rescue and rehoming of puppies for 
over six and a half years now, having 
worked with many different organisa-
tions based in KZN. Although my focus 
is on taking in and rehoming puppies, 
I actively network many older/adult 
dogs who are in need of homes due 
to emigration, downsizing, job loss, 
death, divorce, etc. I’ve rehomed over 
3,000 pups and so many adult dogs 
that I’ve lost count. I recently bought a 
smallholding in Botha’s Hill to expand 
the rescue and be able to assist more 
pups and, hopefully soon, open a 
rescue centre for rescue dogs in need 
of rehab. As per most shelters, we only 
survive on the kindness and generosity 
of people, and without their finan-
cial support we wouldn’t exist. For 
all adoptions, please WhatsApp Jade 
on 082 210 4235. Home checks and 
adoption fees do apply. We’re happy to 
home all over SA, provided we can get 
transport for our babies to travel.
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